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In the claims: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A seed planting assembly comprising: 
5 a laterally extending tool bar; 

a planting unit including a planting unit frame supported by the tool bar, 
wherein the planting unit frame carries; 

i. a seed trench opening assembly operable to create a seed trench; 

ii. a seed delivery assembly delivering seeds into the seed trench; and 
10 iii- a seed trench closing assembly operable to close the seed trench; 

a mounting assembly pivotally linking the planting unit frame with the tool bar, 
wherein the mounting assembly permits the planting unit to raise and lower with respect to 
the tool bar; and 

a vertical positioner including a first linkage connected to the mounting assembly, and 
15 a second linkage connected to the first linkage at a positioner joint and further in 

communication with the frame, wherein the second linkage can be actuated to raise the 
planting unit; 

wherein t hemounting assembly includes an upper and lower beam member, each of 
which in communication with the tool bar at a forward end, and in communication with the 
20 planting unit frame at a rearward end. 

2. (cancelled) 

3 . (Currently Amended)The seed planting assembly as recited in claim-3L 
wherein the first linkage is connected to the lower beam member, and wherein the second 
linkage is connected to the upper beam member. 

4. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein the 
second linkage is connected to the upper beam member at a location between the planting 
unit and the positioner joint. 

5. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein the first 
and second linkages are pivotally connected to the mounting assembly* 
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6. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein the lower 
beam member defines a plurality of locations spaced along the lower beam and configured to 
connect to the first linkage. 

7. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
5 second linkage defines a slot operable to receive an actuating lever. 

8. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim I, wherein the first 
linkage further comprises a stop that engages the second linkage when the planting unit is 
raised. 

9. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim-2L 
10 wherein the first linkage is connected to the lower beam member, and wherein the second 

linkage is connected to the planting unit. 

1 0- (Currently Amended) A method for changing a vertical position of a seed 
planting assembly including 1) a seed trench opening assembly operable to create a seed 
trench, 2) a seed delivery assembly delivering seeds into the seed trench, and 3) a seed trench 
closing assembly operable to close the seed trench, the method comprising the steps of: 

supporting the planting unit on a tool bar via a mourning assembly that permits the 
planting unit to raise and lower with respect to the soil; 

actuating a lever in communication with the mounting assembly via a vertical position 
to change the vertical position of the seed planting assembly relative to the tool bar; 

wherein the mounting assembly is in pivotal communication with the tool bar at a 
forward end, a nd in pivotal communication with the planting unit at a rearward end: 

further comprising plac ing the lever in pivotal communication with the mounting 
assembly; 

further comprising actuating vertical p ositioner including a first connected to the 
mounting assembly and a second linkage connected to the planting unit, wherein the first and 
second linkages loin at a positioner joint 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 



15 



20 



25 



PAIS 3/7 * IttVD AT 6/23/2005 5:32:1 1 PM [Eastern Dayfight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 * DNIS:8729306 * C$D:2626366231 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-02 



" Jun-23-2005 04:38pm Frora-CNH AMERICA LAW PEPT 2626366231 T-831 P. 004/007 F 

Patent Appl. Ser. No. 10/731,361 
Group Art Unit: 3671 

14. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 4310, wherein the 
mounting assembly further comprises upper and lower beam members in communication 
with the tool bar at a forward end, and in communication with the planting unit at a 
rearward end. 



1 5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising 
connecting the first linkage to the lower beam member. 

16. (Original) The method as recited in claim 15, further comprising 
connecting the second linkage to the upper beam member. 

17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 15, further comprising 
connecting the second linkage to the planting unit. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 43 10, further 
comprising inserting the lever into a slot formed in the second linkage. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 4310, further 
comprising engaging the second linkage with a stop disposed on the first linkage when 
the planting unit is raised. 

20. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising engaging 
the first linkage with one of a plurality of mounting locations disposed on the lower beam 
member. 
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